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Historical Note
The Department of Community Development (DCD) was established in 1969, assuming the
responsibilities of the City Planning Commission staff and the Urban Renewal Program, previously
a division of the Executive Department. Throughout its existence, DCD administered the City’s
comprehensive planning and provided direction and support for the City’s physical and economic
development through community planning. The Department was the City agency responsible for
coordinating public and private efforts toward physical redevelopment and renewal in both residential
and business districts. This work was based on the social, economic, and physical needs of the target
community or district.
A very large portion of the DCD budget was realized from federal funds. This reliance on federal grants
significantly impacted DCD’s operational focus as certain types of federal funding dried up and other
funding programs emerged. The administration of the Seattle Model City Program was moved to DCD
in 1970, but funding ended in 1974. All but one of the City’s Urban Renewal projects were closed out
in 1977. And at about the same time, the Community Development Block Grant program, a federal
pass-through program, was established. Other federal funding programs included the Neighborhood
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Improvement Program, Targeted Neighborhood Assistance Program, Neighborhood Development
Program, and Urban Development Action Grants.
These changes in funding impacted the DCD’s priorities and also led to several departmental
reorganizations in the 1970s and 1980s. In 1972, the Department added economic development to its
responsibilities in response to an economic decline in Seattle that had begun in the late 1960s. The
focus was to provide information to businesses that were expanding or relocating in Seattle. At this
point, DCD was managing planning and implementation of complex projects that had interdepartmental
implications, such as development of the Central Waterfront, Freeway Park, Westlake Mall, Pike Place
Market renewal, and the huge renewal projects in the Yesler/Atlantic, Northlake, and South Seattle
neighborhoods.
In 1974, a Mayor’s task force report recommended separating policy planning from development
planning and implementation. While policy work went to the newly created Office of Policy Planning,
DCD’s focus turned to development and operational planning with added renewal projects in the Denny
Regrade and International District, among others. With the addition of Community Development Block
Grant funding, as well as other federal programs, DCD grew considerably in the late 1970s.
However, with the advent of President Ronald Reagan’s administration, federal funding for Seattle
was curtailed. In 1982, DCD’s budget was cut by twenty percent and remained flat for the next three
years. In 1986, following passage of the City’s Housing Levy, the Department added a new function,
administering the construction of new moderate to low income housing units. In addition, DCD was the
lead agency working with the University of Washington in the late 1980s to promote Seattle, nationally
and internationally, as a technology center.
Mayor Norm Rice, whose first term began in 1990, reorganized the City’s housing, human services,
economic development, and planning functions. DCD was abolished in 1992. Its programs were
relocated in several City agencies, including the newly organized Department of Neighborhoods,
Department of Housing and Human Services, and Planning Department. DCD records include material
from the City Planning Commission, Zoning Commission, Metropolitan Arts Commission, Board of
Adjustment, and Urban Renewal Program.

Content Description
This collection of field survey property photographs contains color slides with clearly identified
addresses of homes and businesses captured between 1974 and 1980. Reflecting Seattle’s
neighborhoods, this collection is comprehensive in scope and displays homes and commercial districts
that were built in the early to mid-20th century and captured against the backdrop of neighborhoods
as they were in the mid-to-late 1970s. Box 1 contains a binder of 667 photographic slides cataloged
and digitized for the Making the Cut commemoration. Boxes 2-8 contain binders with the remaining
slides whose location fall outside the defined boundaries of the Lake Washington Ship Canal project.
These have not yet been processed. With funding from a Heritage Project grant from 4Culture, 667
slides representing neighborhoods and activities along the Lake Washington Ship Canal have been
digitized and cataloged and are included in "Making the Cut," a region-wide consortium of heritage
institutions participating in the centennial of the groundbreaking of the Lake Washington Ship Canal
in 1916. The development of these neighborhoods was spurred by transportation and trade activities
made possible by the Lake Washington Ship Canal project. In addition, this portion of the collection
features examples of maritime activity that took place during the mid-to-late 1970s along Salmon Bay,
the Fremont Cut, Lake Union and the Montlake Cut. Highlights of this portion of the collection include
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snapshots of Old Ballard, Foss Maritime, the celebration of Norwegian Constitution Day in Ballard, the
Maritime Shipyards, and Gas Works Park.

Use of the Collection
Preferred Citation
[Item and date], Historic Building Survey Photograph Collection, Record Series 1629-01,[Item number].
Seattle Municipal Archives.

Administrative Information
Names and Subjects
Subject Terms :
Apartment Buildings
Ballard Avenue Landmark District (Seattle, Wash.)
Bridges
Community Celebrations
Eating and Drinking Places
Floating Homes
Gas Works Park
Hiram M. Chittenden Locks (Seattle, Wash.)
Historic Buildings and Sites
Historic Preservation Districts
Lake Washington Ship Canal
Landmarks
Neighborhoods
Religious Buildings
Ships and Shipping
Single Family Homes
Small Businesses
Geographical Names :
Lake Union
Form or Genre Terms :
Slides
Other Creators :
Corporate Names :
Seattle (Wash.). Dept. of Community Development
(fmo)
Jennifer L. Woodfield
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